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July 29, 2026

Scarborough Town Council
259 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine

04070

Dear Council Members,

I write to express my support for your proclamation regarding the Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) facility at 40 Manson Libby Road. I commend the Town Council for giving voice to the significant and
growing concerns in Scarborough and across Maine about ICE’s presence in our communities.

The tragic death of Johan Sebastian Duran Guerrero has profoundly shaken our state. While investigations into
the shooting continue, many Mainers are once again confronting a larger and deeply troubling reality: ICE is
operating in our communities with no transparency, accountability, or regard for the people who live here. The
facility at 40 Manson Libby Road has become a symbol of fear, uncertainty, and intimidation for many
immigrant families and their neighbors. That should concern every one of us.

Residents should not have to wonder whether heavily armed enforcement actions will occur in their
neighborhoods, whether federal officers are operating under appropriate oversight, or whether a facility in
their town is contributing to tactics that erode trust between neighbors and government. This affects whether
people feel safe attending school, seeking medical care, reporting crimes, practicing their faith, or simply
going about their lives.

The Town of Scarborough has every right to ask whether continuing to host this facility serves the interests of
the community. In my view, that question deserves serious consideration from the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS). When a federal facility reaches the point where its very presence undermines the public
confidence and leaves residents feeling less safe, the federal government has a responsibility to reconsider if
that facility belongs there at all. I believe ICE and DHS should undertake a serious review of the continued
operation of this facility and proceed in accordance with the community’s wishes.

Please know that I am exploring every available avenue to address enforcement operations and the continued
presence of ICE in Scarborough. My office has been conducting aggressive oversight of ICE’s activities in
Maine and demanding answers from DHS regarding the preventable circumstances that led to Mr. Guerrero’s
death. I have demanded a transparent and collaborative investigation, pressed the agency to justify its actions,
sought greater accountability, and continue to pursue legislative, appropriations, and administration options to
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challenge policies that undermine public trust. I remain committed to using every tool available to me as a
Member of Congress to ensure that federal agencies are accountable to the communities they serve.

Your proclamation appropriately recognizes that the immigration process and community trust are not
mutually exclusive. Federal agencies must carry out their responsibilities in a manner that respects human
dignity, civil rights, due process, and the communities in which they operate. When they fail to do so, local
communities have not only the right but the responsibility to speak out.

Thank you for your leadership and your willingness to stand with the people of Scarborough during these
difficult times. I am proud to stand with you, and I will continue working alongside you to pursue every
available opportunity to reevaluate the federal government’s continued operation of this facility.

Sincerely,

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

CC: Thomas Hall, Scarborough Town Manager
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